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Berkley BREAM 
Bonanza
Berkley continues to sets the pace on 
the bream scene and the 2015 Berkley 
BREAM Series is testament to that.  In 
2015 Australia’s premier catch and 
release tournament series has visited 
the Tweed River (Feb), Clarence River, 
NSW (April), Gippsland Lakes, VIC 
(June), Mallacoota, Vic (June), and 
Hawkesbury River, NSW (August). All 
roads now lead to the biggest event on 
the calendar, the Berkley BREAM Grand 
Final on the Clarence River, 6th -8th 
November.

Taking it to the 
Masses
ABT’s Tournament Angler Guide took it 
up a notch in 2015 with its tour guide 
for the season once again loaded 
with tournament information, articles, 
sponsors ads and promotion. 

With 55,000 copies printed and sold 
with Fishing Monthly’s February 
issues of QFM, NSWFM, and VFM 
ABT’s Tournament Angler Guide as 
never been in front of as many eyes 
or delivered as much exposure for 
sponsors and tournament angling.

To view the online version click the link 
below-
http://issuu.com/fishingmonthly/
docs/tag2015/0

Getting the Edge
Few individuals in the tackle game have 
the reputation and the reach of Gary 
Loomis. Made internationally famous 
via the G.Loomis rod brand in the 
1980s and 90s, Gary in recent times 
has stamped his name on another rod 
brand (Edge Rods), a brand that is 
growing in reputation and use, both in 
Australia and aboard.

As a guest of Fish Tec Solutions (Edge 
Rod’s Australian distributor), Gary 
visited our shores in June for the 
Australia Fishing Tackle Trade Show 
and for a series of in-store talks and 
guest appearances.

“Few rod designers have the reputation, 
experience, and history of Gary Loomis. 
To have him come to Australia is an 
honour and a privilege”, explains Fish 
Tec Solutions Craig Simmons.

“Gary is a legend in the tackle 
industry and the opportunity to hear 
him do an in-store talk and Q&A at 
Sportys Fishing on the Gold Coast 
was both entertaining and immensely 

insightful. I don’t think there was 
anyone there who didn’t walk away 
more enlightened or educated when 
it comes to rod design, function, and 
history”, explains ABT’s Chris Byrnes.
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Victorian BREAM 
Road Trip
Victorian anglers enjoyed quality fishing 
when the ABT headed south for the 
2015 Berkley BREAM Series. In a first 
for Victoria, ABT sandwiched the two 
qualifying events together, allowing 
for anglers to enjoy a week long 
BREAMATHON on some of Australia’s 
best bream fishing locations. Metung 
played host for the Gippsland Lakes 
BREAM Qualifier, where Declan Betts 
secured his maiden ABT victory. The 
series then moved to the ever popular 
Mallacoota, where anglers enjoyed 
red-hot fishing across both days of the 
event. The current BREAM Grand Final 
Champion Kris Hickson secured his first 
ABT victory of 2015, again illustrating 
his versatility in all conditions.

With high competitor attendance high 
and quality bream fishing on offer the 
feedback from sponsors and anglers 
for the Victorian BREAM qualifiers was 
overwhelmingly positive. The coupling 
of the two events received widespread 
support from all stakeholders. This 
response and feedback ultimately 
assists ABT in constructing a blueprint 
for future series across Australia.

Streaming Live
There’s no better way to keep abreast 
of all the tournament action than 
through ABT’s livestream. A staple on 
the BREAM Tour and the final day of 
BASS Pro events for the last couple of 

years the livestream allows tournament 
fans to see all the action and scores 
from the tournament weigh-in, even if 
they can’t be there.   
http://live.bream.com.au/2013/
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Toray Time on 
BASS Tour
All roads on the Toray BASS Tour head 
to Hunter Valley’s Lake Glenbawn for the 
biggest event on the bass calendar, the 
Toray BASS Pro Grand Final, 24TH -25th 
October.

The Toray Tour kicked off at Lake St Clair 
(winner- Warren Carter [VIC]) in March and 
since then has visited to Somerset (winner- 
Dave Young [QLD]), Glenbawn (winner- 
Alan McNamara [NSW]) and most recently 
Bjelke-Petersen Dam (winner- Grant 
Clements [NSW]). 

The bites have varied from red-hot at BP, 
super tough at Somerset, to everything in-
between, and the variance in bites has seen 
different lures and techniques dominate 
with jerkbaits, Jackall TN60s, fly, and soft 
plastics all responsible for event wins. 

Four challenging and distinctly different 
qualifying rounds have now distilled a final 
60 angler field, who are prepped and ready 
for the ultimate test, the Toray BASS Pro 
Grand Final.

“Glenbawn in October is traditionaly the 
month of power fishing. Big hungry fish 
on the edges smashing reaction baits and 
pulling super hard. Anglers will need to 
be rigged, ready and on their game if they 
want to win this one”, explains ABT’s Simon 
Goldsmith.

With livestreamed weigh-ins and periodic 
reporting, anglers and tournament fans will 
be able to stay in touch with all the events 
on the ground and on the water.

To find out more about the Toray BASS Pro 
Grand Final click http://abt.org.au/?page_
id=3411

Hobie Goes
The 2015 Hobie Kayak BREAM Series, 
presented by Daiwa, continues to 
wow tournament fans and kayakers 
alike with the 14 event national series 
visiting all corners of the country. 

With two more qualifying events 
to go followed by the Australian 
Championship on Lake Macquarie 
in November, it’s never been a more 
exciting time to experience the thrill of 
life on the kayak tournament trail. 

To find out more visit http://www.
hobiefishing.com.au
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Rapala BARRA 
Tour
Barra is back on the menu again in 
2015 with one of the biggest brands in 
the world headlining this year’s tour. 

This year’s Rapala BARRA Tour will 
see the travelling barra roadshow visit 
Teemburra Dam, Kinchant Dam, and 
Peter Faust Dam as anglers strive to 

tame North Queensland’s legendary 
impoundment barra. 

Entries are currently open so don’t 
miss your chance to fish one of 
Australia’s must-do tournament serie. 
To find out more and enter the 2015 
Rapala BARRA Tour visit- http://abt.org.
au/?page_id=1122

Release It
ABT.org.au gives you the ability 
to market and promote your 
products directly to the tournament 
angling market.

Getting Packed
All current ABT members go into 
a monthly draw, where a winner is 
selected at random for the Member of 
the Month prize. With ABT sponsors 
providing quality prizes including 
sunglasses, line and lures, ABT 
members continue to benefit by being 
associated with Australia’s premier 
tournament provider. Check out www.
abt.org.au to see each month’s winner.

“All sponsors have the ability to 
promote their new products and 
releases on our website. We’re very 
active with our online media and for 
sponsors it’s a great way for them 
communicate directly with their 
tournament angling market”, explains 

ABT’s Simon Goldsmith.

If you have new products, releases or 
information you’d like share on abt.
org.au or through ABT’s social media 
channels email through to simon@
fishingmonthly.com.au.
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Brisbane BREAM 
Classic
ABT went to the show this year with the 
Daiwa Brisbane BREAM Classic featuring 
as part of the Manly based Tinny and Tackle 
Show. Two-angler teams plied the waters of 
Moreton Bay for three days of competition, 
with the sponsored teams hitting the weigh-
in stage of the show each afternoon to 
present their catches to the weighmaster, 
gathered crowd and watching livestream 
audience.

Steve Eldred and Aaron Sharp from Team 
Atomic once again showed their dominance 
on “The Bay” to chalk up another event win 
and add another trophy to their mantlepiece.

Power-Pole Micro 
Anchor QLD 
BREAM Open
The show continues in the coming 
weeks with the Power-Pole Micro 
Anchor QLD BREAM Open set to hit 
the Brisbane Boat Show at the start of 
September (4th -6th). 

World Domination
Hobie continues its world domination when the 
Hobie Fishing Worlds heads to Shang Lake in 
China in September. Anglers from across the 
globe will make the journey to see who will be 
crowned the 2015 World Champion.

http://hobiefishingworlds.com

With regular daily Facebook updates, 
event results, images and livestream 
during the event, and post event write-
ups and results on www.abt.org.au 
and in Queensland Fishing Monthly, 
tournament fans will be informed and 
entertained like they have never have 
before.

To find out all the event details click 
here http://abt.org.au/?p=5182



7

2016 Is Go!
ABT’s draft tournament calendar is already 
out. In fact it’s been out since April, and can 
found below. 

2016 sees the BREAM Series return to 
Tasmania for its traditional week-long Tassie 
Tour, while a return to Western Australia, 
and two double-headers (Victoria and 
Queensland) are in the final stages of 
planning.

The BASS scene equally is in the final 
stages of planning with river events 
combining with lake events and a handful of 
new ideas designed to reinvigorate the bass 
scene.

Full and final details and schedules will be 
released in October.

Lights, Camera, 
Action
Some things are better on the big 
screen and some things are better 
when you can see them move and see 
them in action. If this sounds like you 
then ABT can help.

New for the later part of 2015 and 
continuing in 2016 ABT offer the service 
of making small studio and field video 

clips featuring sponsors’ products for 
ABT and sponsors to use through their 
respective media outlets.

What does it cost? Nothing, it’s all 
part of the service and part of your 
sponsorship package. To see examples 
of some of the videos done so far click 
the links below, or to find out more and 
organise a video to be made email 
simon@fishingmonthly.com.au.

Berserk Lures- 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gv9jajzdxXs 
Flying Fisherman 
Sunglasses- 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=p4DVwsg9Tyc
Imakatsu-
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zAdORro5P5E
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Stop the Press
ABT’s tournament write-ups in the stable of 
Fishing Monthly magazines continues to set 
the standard and exposure for sponsors, 
anglers, and tournament fishing like only 
ABT can. 

Multiple page, full colour reports featuring 
results, story, techniques, diagram, and 
sponsors logo takes the winning anglers 
and the ABT tournament series to the 
people in a manner that online alone can’t 
achieve.

See some of 2015 tournament reports at the 
end of this newsletter.

The Road Ahead
There’s still plenty more events to come in 2015, 
here’s what’s in-store

BREAM
4-6th September Power-Pole Micro Anchor 
QLD BREAM Open (Brisbane, QLD)
6-8th November Berkley BREAM Grand 
Final (Clarence River, NSW)

BASS
19-20th September Bluefin BASS Electric 
Convention (Lake Cressbrook, QLD)
21-22nd October ABT BASS Megabucks 
(Lake St Clair, NSW)
24-25th October Toray BASS Pro Grand 
Final (Lake Glenbawn, NSW)

BARRA
21-29th November Rapala BARRA Tour (North 
Queensland, NSW)

Kayak
14-15th November Hobie Fishing Australian 
Championships (presented by Daiwa)

Getting Spotted 
With ABT’s 
Angler Profiles
Tournament anglers love the spotlight and 
ABT’s Angler Profiles on www.abt.org.au is 
the place to be spotted. 

Uploaded every month anglers from all 
species (bream, bass, and barra), and tours 
(boaters and non-boaters, kayakers, and 
electric anglers) have received the ABT 
angler profile treatment. 

Grayson Fong, Richard Somerton, Matt 
McArthur, Peter Phelps, and Rebecca Fazio 
have had the spotlight shone on them in 
2015. Click the link below to see them all.

http://abt.org.au/?cat=12

USA Here We 
Come
ABT’s very own Carl Jocumsen became 
the first Australian to qualify for the 
BASS’ Elite Series in 2015 and in 2016 
the champion boater from this year’s 
Toray BASS Pro Grand Final at Lake 
Glenbawn will be heading stateside to 
spend life on the road with Carl and fish 
at a BASS Bassmaster Open. 

“For a bass angler there’s no bigger 
drawcard than heading to the states 
and spending time on the tournament 
trail. To get the opportunity to ride 
shotgun with Carl and experience the 
life of an Elite Series angler is one 
that you can only get by winning the 
ABT Grand Final”, explains ABT’s 
Steve Morgan. 
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